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BOOK REVIEWS AND NOTICES. 4Q& 

are no rhetorical flourishes or ponderous paragraphs of rhapsody or philosophiz- 
ing. The minutest points of incident and travel are set down, as if in anticipation 
of the thousand and one questions an interested listener would put, and yet there 
is no prolixity, nothing wearisome, not a vestige of egotism, no suggestion of 
self -consciousness. At the same time the author does not withhold a single point 
of information necessary to the understanding of the case. In this respect the 
book is worthy of all commendation. One rise3 from it refreshed and returns to 
it with anticipation, — for it is not to be disposed of at one or two sittings, — and 
after reading it through the feeling is one of satisfaction that so much has been 
learned with so little effort. It would be a great mistake to imagine that the chief 
merit of the book lies in its grotesque and humorous features. There is humor 
and all that, but there is an intrinsic value besides, which puts it on a level with 
the best descriptive works. The illustrations are very numerous, and help the 
reader to the better understanding of the text. A few good maps would have been 
a welcome addition. A second volume is to come. 

IX. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Althotoii Mr. Baring Gould's short story, entitled " Red Spider,"* contains 
few features of the modern sensational novel, being, as the author states in the 
preface, but " a slight tale," yet there are in it evident touches of a master hand. 
It presents capital features of English village life as it sluggishly ran its rural 
course some forty or fifty years ago on the border line of Devonshire and Cornwall. 
There are few things more strange than the great diversity to be found in the cus- 
toms, habits, and dialect of the various little provinces which make up the island of 
Great Britain. Notwithstanding all the leveling influences of modern civilization, 
there is still enough of this diversity remaining to constitute a most interesting 
and even fascinating study, although, as the author says, old things are passing 
away, as in a great social dissolving view. The object of the author in this story 
has been not so much to write a novel as to photograph a picture of the dissolving 
past before it quite disappears. We think he has succeeded in his purpose, and, at 
the same time, he has written a very interesting story, with a good deal of indi- 
viduality about it. The picture of the heroine is a beautiful one, and quite 
true to nature. England is rich in just such noble women as Honor Luxmore. 
The condition also of the sturdy yeoman farmer, removed by a long mark from the 
aristocrat, and yet distinctly and influentially a social feature in English life, is 
well delineated. It needs a residence of years in the country to find out these 
things. "VVe doubt if the changes anticipated by the author will be so sweeping as 
he imagines. Some ancient landmarks will remain. Meanwhile we welcome the 
attempt to give permanency to these pen pictures by clothing them in the form of 
an entertaining story which every reader who begins it will read through to the 
end. 

" Thraldom" + appears to us rather a weak and pointless story told in a lively 
vein, yet sufficiently interesting, perhaps, to beguile away an hour on a railway 
journey. It is the story of a wooing which was almost spoiled by the machina- 
tions of a designing woman who had another bridal destination in view for the 
young lady. The scene and characters are English. 

A short Selection from Mr. Swinburne's Poems twill be welcomed by many 

* " Red Spider." A novel. By S. Baring Gould. D. Appleton & Co. 
t " Thraldom." A novel. By Julian Sturgis. D. Appleton & Co. 
} Select Poems. By Algernon Charles Swinburne. Worthington Co. 
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persons, and we have here a very neat book of two hundred and thirty pages, con- 
taining nearly forty pieces, brought together by the author himself and therefore 
presumably representing him as he would desire to be seen on a short acquaintance. 
This selection is free from some of the idiosyncracies of the poet which have been 
subjects for animadversion, but the peculiar style and rhythm are here, and the 
hidden meanings also, which are not easily divined by the superficial reader, and 
which compel some attention and study if they are to be understood. We agree 
with Mr. Stedman, that the distinguishing feature of this poet is his command 
over the unexpected resources of the English language, giving a power of expres- 
sion to it, and a charm that grows upon one by reflection. Perhaps the most 
powerful and. passion revealing of these selections is that entitled Iseult at Tin- 
tagel, from Tristam of Lyonese. Here are lines almost wholly of monosyllabic 
words that are full of pathos : 

Nay, Lord, I pray thee let him love not me, 
Love me not any more, nor like me die. 

* # * * 

Turn his heart from me, lest my love too lose 
Thee as I lose thee. 

* * * * 

Let me die rather, and only ; let me be 
Hated of him so he be loved of thee, 
Lord : for I would not have him with me there 
Out of thy light and love in the unlit air, 
Out of thy sight in the unseen hell where I 
Oo gladly, going alone, so then on high 
Lift up his i oul and love him. 

In " My Lodger's Legacy,"* while there is enough interest to while away two 
or three hours of time that might otherwise be wasted, it can hardly be said that 
there are any marks of creative or descriptive talent of a high order. The hero of 
the story, whose troubles are thus ventilated, is an English gentleman of good 
family, who marries a pretty and ambitious girl in an inferior station of life , and 
who, after twenty years of peaceful married life, discovers an intrigue between his 
wife and a young man belonging to her former sphere . The husband, not knowing 
to what degree of guilt his wife has fallen, but made desperate by his discovery, 
plans to take his enemy's life. He is saved from the crime of murder by the 
death of the young man from another cause, but the circumstances of the ease 
throw suspicion on the husband, who is tried for the crime of murder and 
acquitted. After this he settles the bulk of his property upon his wife and children 
and leaves them for ever, dying in his self-imposed exile. The story is sad 
enough to leave a good moral behind it. 

In the anonymous story of Agathat the purpose of the author seems to be 
the enforcement of the principle that sin is in itself and its consequences evil only, 
and can only be overcome by self sacrificing goodness. A young wife learns soon 
after her marriage that her husband had committed a grievous wrong against an- 
other woman. This is the shadow that falls upon what would otherwise have 
been a peaceful and prosperous home. The unhappy victim of the former attach- 
ment follows her seducer to New England— these were the days of the early settle- 

* " My Lodger's Legacy ; or, The History of a Recluse." Written by himself. Com- 
piled and arranged by Robert W.Hume. Funk & Wagnalls. 
t " Agatha and the Shadow." A novel. Roberts Bros. 
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ment — and makes matters very uncomfortable for the married pair. Her object 
is to induce the husband to leave his present wife and make good his early vows to 
herself by marriage. She is a Jewess, with strong traits of character and powers 
of fascination. Failing in this purpose she loses self-respect and sinks to the lowest 
depths of vice. The husband does not deny his guilt or attempt justification, 
though there appear to be some extenuating circumstances. He cleaves, however, 
to Agatha, who gives him her trust and sympathy. After his death the widow 
finds a long-sought opportunity of befriending the outcast and winning her back to 
virtue. The scene of the story is laid principally in the new colonies, and a good 
deal of the early history of the settlements is interwoven with the narrative, 
which is evidently founded on fact, and is in many respects a quaint and powerful 
story, with a sound moral underlying it. 

The thought of gathering together in a memorial volume* a number of tributes 
and testimonies from representative people of all schools and persuasions in mem- 
ory of Henry Ward Beecher was happily conceived and has been well carried out. 
About a hundred such tributes have been thus brought together. "We find the 
names of Robert Collyer, Talmage, Swing, Cuyler, Ormiston, Hepwcrth, McGlynn, 
Lyman Abbott, Chad wick, Bartol, Frothingham, Gladden, S. i. Smith, Adler, 
Eggleston, Schaff, Newman Hall, among theologians. The list is not a long 
one, and not as thoroughly representative as might have been expected, even 
after making all allowances for the peculiar position sustained by Mr. Beecher 
towards his brethren in the ministry. From the ranks of the laity we find such 
names as Dr. O. W. Holmes, General W. T. Sherman, Admiral D. D. Porter, 
Whittier, Fremont, Mrs. Garfield, ex-President Hayes, President Cleveland, Col. 
Robert G. Ingersoll,. Geo. W. Childs, Boucicault, Pasteur, Henry Bergh, and 
many others. Most of these tributes are in a tone of unqualified admiration, and 
many of them contain anecdotes and reminiscences which have not been published 
elsewhere. Taken as a whole, the collection is remarkable, as showing the different 
points of view from which such a man and such a life has been regarded. 
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